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1 ALLIANCE'S SECURITY WAS LEFT OUT IN THE COLD

el

Here is a speciul report ot the NATO spy scan-
dal that caused ''the biggest switch of nuclear !
and conveni

sofambiing and unserambling devices used for followed by a bald

patch was writien by Express correspondents Co- . PROBE GOES ON modified later to “an incur

lin Lawson from Bonn, Henty ‘Lowrif frm]}'_—Wash- ' Moanwhile, further top level invesligabions ate n

inglon and Howard williams in Brussels.)” ‘boing made by Visiting security teams from Brii. And then it {ragspired that he]

et i and Amenica in an offort o weed out aqy |Biven sick Jeave over the past nine monihs and
- C Imore possible esplonage links. : had been discharged on the Last occasion as fit.
inquesls i Germany and
torminates in the usual

1ondon Express Servica’

The biggest switch of nucloar and conventiona

weapons  Sies  in NATO history has now been

completed 'suicides, four arrests and six fugitives. Bul de- §6€l‘0'£ file.

v : " freighted to Moscow.
Woapon storage sites from the novthern tip of - Ironically, it s recogized that the extraordi-
Norway down to the Meditérvancan coast of Laly T nary affair which would 1 its hoadquartors.

boen changed, coding and de-coding devices al-  nolping to do with the macabre cvents andilack od the usual gay demea

tored amd security checks steppoed up. " strange deaths and suicides reported in Westera, :
NATO headquarters in Brussels and SHAPE; Europe. Il gftor a day's work.

headquarlers in Casteau, Belgium, have turned . The concorn at Pentagon high levels is over . Inquiries the next day
thoir organizations inside out in a massive clean- what tho Russians ooul%’i leargih from stolen or hahf-heavl‘teg 1&10(;{%315 but
i callers a balg, I

up operation.

NATO and SHAPE regard the latost serios of sibly could dovelop various fypes of counter i "o Fifol mount
espionage incidents as the most serious blow o, o | death occurred on
their securily ever known — even more sertous ' The full story of the great spy scandal has at weadtland died.

¢han the Burgess-Maclean-Philby affair. fivst sight all the ingrodients of a_John Le O""N: Police 4old report
" hunting rifle in the

Alliance chiels are convinced that thru German. novel.
Admiral lermann Luedke, the former depuly' A VERY GRIM FARCE

.
]

Tave a very clear picture of all the Wost's mili-} tom it takes on a touch of an old farce. Except back.”’

tary plans and mameuvers. And ihru Nohit Imre, that it is a very grim farce indeed, affecting as % But (his theory was I
the S0-yearold formor financial controllor 2li doos Western military security. : Luldke was a passionate hunter, a crack shot and
ing all safely” precautions,
hon taking a rost.

NATO who is now awaiting trial.in Ankara, the ot :
communisls have a complote breakdowa of the If officialdom ls to be belioved,
oivilian structure and political organization be-:
hind the Alliance. :
Towever, soveral of dhe moves in switching
such things as communicalions lines and storage’
depols  were planned  bofore the wave of spy
soares. )

there ig mo & man koown for

Hermann Luedke and recent arrests.

under interrogation. And. the whisper persists in
_ Karlsruhe, scat of the federal chief public prose-
" culor, that ihese are only the [forerunners and to tho Easta

as an insurance agaiast communist cspionage
and plans for these changes arc kopt in the con-_ pomin with the suiclde of Gen. Horst Wendtland, Side:
Lyman L. Lemuizor, his British depuly, Gen. Sit” y.04 of
John Bray and the heads of the respective de- famed as
pavlmenls involved in the proposcd switches.

* Work had also begun on allering communict

he Gehlen Organization. pointed at not being

space satetlites. )

O’flmnioall«y. this change was not made because
any fear of Soviet intelligence but as an insur- , A .

ance against Frence's growing policy of “non- ﬁ;ﬁ;’e%méw guardod compound containing intel:  Ohap

covperatica”, Many of he most important com- SR

raunications’ lines currently eross French wrri-_1

tory- o : s

his usual good health and showed mo signs of ‘tors saying Bochm'

1o steollod back to his office sad 20 zinules throo men. -
ater shothimself. ... . . 7 - - - i

D 3

.
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" siles in NATO history.” The dis_w"'t;m“)-seorct" ielephione and tolegraph discussions. suffering from an incurable co 10> Wi
able depressive ill-

1 At the last count llic spy activities stretching ' There are no p'ublig
com Italy to Wesl Germany have resulted in four the usual private Inquiry

R et 'spite all the scnsational ingredicnts of the mys-| On the night Gen. Wo

Following the wave of suicides in West Ger- pory ‘the one that really avoused the Amoricans nounced the whisper wen

many and defections to the couniry s Eastern “was the trundling away in a wheol barrow from gnother senior officer had boen found dead.

e s o mﬂé?ryugﬁmd' e e N o sl West Germany of the 10800k g ights burned late |
ws changed almost overy “s em™ on i idowinder air-to-ai issi Y i .

| gﬁﬁﬁs ." changed alos y Sy _ Sidowinder alr to-air missile. It was later airig .o the high hill overloo

never have made the ; : .
have been moved, communications lines have " ; s v And senlor officers wore s¢
Lt pages of a respectable writer of spy fiction has quiet corner of a Bo

caplured missiles. For example, if they discover: . ;
. o . ' ‘O, 53 Admiral H
MOST SERIOUS BLOW how sensitive the guidance Systems ave they pos- . . dei ‘t{:ﬁy shot himsel

conneotion between ‘the rocent suioidos nor be-evon unloading his weapon W
twoen the suicide of 57-year-0ld SHAPE Admiral e body of anothor official — 61-ycur-old De-

* "fonse Ministry clerk Gerhard Boehm, missing for
So far three men have been seized, a fourfh is ‘11 days, was found in the River Rhine.

A
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Great Sny-Tingling Thriller

-'—w-—-W—--»»——»--A--%w#i Other changos, which have been pushed for- ILLNESS BLAMED
ward by the spy scares, include the mocharical” The sceret was preserved for
announcement thal hie was

hat n

nn restau

ains, 40 mi

Oct. 8, the same say as Gen.

tak

Originally it was thought Bochm may have fled
1iho he left a suicide note behind.

SIAPE is constantly altering its dopot system that more acresls are imminent. - . " His body was idonlitied by his son, and police
Whethor here are links or niot, the story must spokesmen said that all the signs pointed to sui-

56-year-old regular army oflicer who was deputy  They also said that his death was not connecled
\};} Toderd! intelligonce service, formorly with espionage cases. They s3id he was disap-

promoted.

There are marked disorepancies in statements! ANONYMOUS TIPS

Wons ‘lines from Jand  tel ; L made by of[i-s:in-ldom over ihis death on Oct. 7.0 But 'thc admitted that last weck {wo anony-
ns lines from overland telegraph wires 10 por come said Gon, Wendiland was cheorful, i1 i mous pho)x,m calls were m Y

5 briclcase,

worry whon he led dho usual morming conference'gould be found in a hut neax the

tor two bogins with the surprise announce-
'ment by the public prosccutor of the arrest of

Y

Al aa

he had been twice

ndtland’s geath was an-
t round in Bonn that

king Bonn where the
' dofonse ministry, known as the Bonntages, has

en huddied in the
nor of men relaxing

were fobbed off wilh
faced with porsistent
Jine announcemenl was put
ermann Lufdke, retived, had
f while hunting in a wood

erst "I appears he flung his
back of the car withoul fixing
the safely.cateh, When he climber into the car
chief of logistics at SHAPE, the commuanist bo¢,  But as the details unlold in a erazy-quilt pat-. the rifle maust have gone off shuoling him in tho

aughed at, for Admiral

ade to police headquar-

N

{wo days and was

mplaint. Thi> was

ight on the Hard-

rant later but they

106 from Boun. His

overcoat and hal
Rhine.




g ~ stadt he met Kaoppe,

’

. Jod the brilliant pilot

5 -

They are
man Luftwaffe Wolf-Diethard Knoppe, 33. archi- |
toct and builder Manfred Rarnminger of Krofeld
and Polish born Josef Linkowski, 47, also of Kre- |
fold. i
 These, of course, are the men who impudeatly -
stole the Sidowinder navigation instruments. i

Knoppe, the boy who started as an unskilled”
laborer, joined the Luftwalfe and reached pilot's -
rank flying Starfighters, loved to show off. B

He bought himsell expensive cars, took up rid-’

ing and planncd an ambitious riding center in
Ingolddstadt, near his flying field. He married
‘clever and talemed language student, 29-year-old
Dagmar, the mother of his two children.
" Rammingor,_ 40, is recognized as the man who
to flying. e appeared in
Ferrari sports car, of the
the Norburgring. "

‘Goldsbein one day in a
‘type he used in races on

Ramminger was under
NATO coquipment for the Russians and he gravi-
tated naturally 10 Laftwaffe stations, At Ingold-
heard of his passion for
horses and riding and offered to put up the money
for the riding center.

OTHER DELIGHTS

_ From that moment it was no great task fo

“ensnare the pilot — particulaxly if, as is said, he
paid the bills for the young man's other delights,
“girls and wight club life. ,
Says Dagmar: “I am found of theater, opera '
“and so on. In eight years of married lile Woll
" went once o an opera, left after the first act and
_weat to the bar.” : .
The Knoppe-Ramminger friendship began two
years ago. At least one previous atlempt to steal
secret equipment went wrong. :
Bul whon the Sidewinder disappeared just a i
. year ago it was the German federal CID which -
~was brought in, not counter-espionage or intelli- |
gence serviees. Fifly clues were followed. They -
all came to an abrupt end. The 5lst — and noone”!

will say what it was — provided the key to the

-affatr, |

Ramminger was arrested at his home on Octo- -

played an equally key role in the thofts.

Io his case there is a mixture of hatred of |
Germans and an urgent need for cash. For he
was sent to a concentration camp in 1939, sur-
vived those horrors and returned to Poland. Just.
when he returned is not known. In 1963 he mar- {
‘ried a Polish girl, 26-year-old Helena, !

. Aad he told her: “I hate all Germans'. When :
"his wife asked for a divorce he snapped: “Never. !
‘1 will never allow the chance that you might
 yemarry so that our son would call a German i
*'daddy’.” She added: “He was often penniless, -
- but somehow always got hold of money. Oncel i
~opened his post out of curiosity, for much of it |
i came from abroad:- He found out and beat
. mail.” ‘ ) )
With the arrest of Ramminger and Linkowski
the selzure of Knoppe was inevitable. :
Three days alter Ramminger’s arrest Knoppf
was officially forbidden by his commanding offi-
seer W0 fly. L. L e e .
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Moscow orders tg oblain ¥

2

Warrant omcc‘?‘&Es';%‘{\%%'f lc:hg(}ggleaﬁe %Q?%’f?&ra&mﬁ!é'm Q@&Q%&RQQO&QQ%OW%?& his job under the new:

off his uniform, broke down and confessed to his occupation would not last long.
mé?r ﬂg' milfhgmmﬁaswfofngivﬁv ed'spggdhi;ed in" A ihird theory — and you need to appreciate
ex-husband. He was' there m u‘?s ' i Y el o dreadful convulsions of espionage, political as
rived. . . ¢ police A yoll as military to undorstand it — is that the
It suicide is infocti . . 'major was told to defect.
spying. \mde"s infectious in Germany, s0 k: Ordered to dofect so as bocrfe%te adipl-g{pn::itlic_
And no better example ; f L incident with the government of Bonn, 50 bl y.
th‘;llt of hthe double a:gen?—- 5312; %5\21? et‘;d ! g&-"fm lan: Vv;osl:r;: }::\)adg?g the communisLs
e, however, went to an allied intelli . NE /
told them he was spyﬁgog m‘tﬁllxggnoel‘ Be that a$ it may, he came and shorily there-
By after detectives appeared at the home of the
Czech nows agency chief Otakat Svercina. There
is not the slightest doubt he was named by the
major. .
Svercina was interrogated for 10 hours and aft- «
erwards indignantly denied he has had anything
to do with spying. o
{As all spies, of course, would, _
Now it is also a fact that Svercipa has long |
' been suspected of being an agent for the old ¢
Novotny regime. But suspciious need 1o be
proved. ‘ ]
Whether the major has brought the proof is not |
yet known. Svercina subsequently underwent an- |
other long' interrogation bringing the total to 17
hours.
Bonn is just as well clued up on the labyrinth of
agent activity as the dictator countries. |
Which is probably why the chiel government |

‘them by working for the West.

. OTHERS IDENTIFIED

1

ber 22, Wilh him went Josel Linkowski who has f

me up.’ t-_.‘ They .

! Never again, he said, wasIto interfore with his 5
“ This brings us to the latest — (known) —
. episode in spies incorporated, ,

spokesman  said caustiously he had “certain |
grounds for hopes that the case would not lead bo
¢ Anything at prrsont ot to give the communist £
| ammunilion to step up the anli-Western cam-}
paign, anyihing 10 sbop communist accusations |
that Westorn imperialism is undermining the so- £
clalist countrics — and thus give a protext for
action on Czech invasion lines. :

Action against whom? Romania? Yugoslavia?
West Berlin? There for the moment rests the
‘complicated spy saga. Nobody expects it to re-
main s0. The Czech major, we are told, has al-
‘ready handed a list of agents known to be worlc-
ing_in theWest for. the Reds. >~

Tl

RS AR 367 :

"Manfred Rammingéi'

German communists and. offered to doublecross

After the usual securily check he was engaged.

And it was he who irovided the information last
month for the arrest of physicist Harald Goltbried
at the atomic center in Karlsruhe.

He also kocw of six other Red agents working ;
in the West — a married couple named Honning )
living in Hamburg, a couple named Breuel living
in Fraokfurt and two unnamed physicists. !

Double agent X however, Wwas let. down —i
whether unwittingly or deliberately no one is over
likoly to know. )

Tt happened like this — after the arrost of‘
Gottfried, a lawyer for his defense was duly ap-
pointed. The lawyer made loud. noises that his |
“olienthad been put on the spot by an agent 1
and an agent working not for the fathertand but!
for a foreign, if allied, powor. } SR

The grapevine inevitably worked, and the sixl SRR R
Eastern agents who were under observation pend-| i
ing a conveniont moment {0 pick them up, got the!
message loud and clear.
hurriedly skipped, leaving an em'ba.r.i
rassod German governmert to explain — and;
presumably apologize — to the allied government.

t .
A Czech. major in Prague intelligence defoctedy v
last month. Maybe he was savagely bitter over

- smnmensii— {he Russian rape of his country and decided to'do.

a liftle towards squaring acoounts. . . - . .




